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Curriculum Scope and Sequence 

Content Area Social Studies 
Course Title/Grade 

Level: 
American History/Grade 8 

 

General Overview and Pacing 

Topic/Unit Name Suggested Pacing 

(Days/Weeks) 

Topic/Unit #1 Colonization and Settlement  6 weeks 

Topic/Unit #2 Rebellion and Revolution 9 weeks 

Topic/Unit #3 A New Nation and Our Living Constitution 6 weeks 

Topic/Unit #4 Expansion and Reform 
6 weeks 

Topic/Unit #5 Civil War and Reconstruction 
9 weeks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Unit/Era/Topic Title  Unit 1 / 1585 - 1763 / Colonization and Settlement                                    Approximate Pacing: 6 weeks 

 UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 

 Essential Questions 

● How did interaction between European, African, and Native American cultures shape early American 

history? 

● Why did some Europeans choose to leave home and settle in colonial America? 

● How did location affect daily life in the New England Colonies, Middle, and Southern colonies? 

● For various groups, what did it mean to be “American” in 1750? 

●  

● In what ways were the American colonies becoming their own nation before 1763?  

● In what ways were they still part of the British Empire? 

● What factors shaped the development of the American identity? 

 

Enduring Understandings 

● ideas and societies change as they come in contact with the ideas and achievements of other societies. 

● dissatisfaction with government, religions freedom, and social conditions prompt immigration. 

● lifestyle and perspective are greatly impacted by one’s location and personal experience. 

 NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS/ COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS  

NJSLS  

6.1.8.A.1.a Compare and contrast forms of governance, belief systems, and family structures among African, European, 

and Native American groups.  

6.1.8.B.1.b  Analyze the world in spatial terms (e.g., longitude, latitude) using historical maps to determine what led to the 

exploration of new water and land routes. 

6.1.8.C.1.a  Evaluate the impact of science, religion, and technology innovations on European exploration. 

6.1.8.C.1.b  Explain why individuals and societies trade, how trade functions, and the role of trade during this period. 

6.1.8.D.1.b  
Explain how interactions among African, European, and Native American groups began a cultural 

transformation. 

6.1.8.D.1.c  
Evaluate the impact of the Columbian Exchange on ecology, agriculture, and culture from different 

perspectives. 

6.1.8.A.2.a  Determine the roles of religious freedom and participatory government in various North American colonies. 

6.1.8.A.2.b 
Explain how and why early government structures developed, and determine the impact of these early 

structures on the evolution of American politics and institutions 

https://app.discoveryeducation.com/techbook2:concept/view/guidConceptId/CFBBBD01-012B-434F-9B87-BD672D46356B/guidUnitId/1188c421-b3b3-4ad4-8200-d99b4a1f19c4


 

 

6.1.8.A.2.c 
Explain how demographics (i.e., race, gender, and economic status) affected social, economic, and political 

opportunities during the Colonial era 

6.1.8.B.2.a Determine factors that impacted emigration, settlement patterns, and regional identities of the colonies. 

6.1.8.B.2.b 
Compare and contrast how the search for natural resources resulted in conflict and cooperation among 

European colonists and Native American groups in the New World. 

6.1.8.C.2.a Compare the practice of slavery and indentured servitude in Colonial labor systems. 

6.1.8.C.2.b  Explain the system of mercantilism and its impact on the economies of the colonies and European countries 

6.1.8.C.2.c Analyze the impact of triangular trade on multiple nations and groups. 

6.1.8.D.2.a 
Analyze the power struggle among European countries, and determine its impact on people living in Europe 

and the Americas.  

6.1.8.D.2.b  
Compare and contrast the voluntary and involuntary migratory experiences of different groups of people, and 

explain why their experiences differed. 

6.1.8.B.3.a 
Assess how conflicts and alliances among European countries and Native American groups impacted the 

expansion of the American colonies. 

6.1.8.C.3.a 
Explain how taxes and government regulation can affect economic opportunities, and assess the impact of 

these on relations between Britain and its North American colonies. 

6.1.8.D.3.a 

Explain how the consequences of the Seven Years War, changes in British policies toward American colonies, 

and responses by various groups and individuals in the North American colonies led to the American 

Revolution. 

6.1.8.D.3.d  
Analyze how prominent individuals and other nations contributed to the causes, execution, and outcomes of 

the American Revolution. 

6.1.8.D.3.f 
Analyze from multiple perspectives how the terms of the Treaty of Paris affected United States relations with 

Native Americans and with European powers that had territories in North America.  

6.3.8.A.1 
Deliberate on a public issue affecting an upcoming election, consider opposing arguments, and develop a 

reasoned conclusion. 

6.3.8.D.1 
Engage in simulated democratic processes (e.g., legislative hearings, judicial proceedings, elections) to 

understand how conflicting points of view are addressed in a democratic society.  

  

Progress Indicators 

Reading History 
 

RH.6-8.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 

RH.6-8.2 
Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of 

the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

RH.6-8.3 
Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes 

a law, how interest rates are raised or lowered). 



 

 

RH.6-8.4 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to 

domains related to history/social studies. 

RH.6-8.5 Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally). 

RH.6-8.6 
Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or 

avoidance of particular facts). 

RH.6-8.7 
Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in 

print and digital texts. 

RH.6-8.8 Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. 

RH.6-8.9 Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic. 

RH.6-8.10 
By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6 - 8 text complexity 

band independently and proficiently. 

Progress Indicators for 

Writing History 
 

WHST.6-8.1. 

Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. 

A. Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or 

opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 

B. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data and evidence that demonstrate an 

understanding of the topic or text, using credible sources. 

C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), 

counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

D. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. 

E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the supports the argument supports. 

WHST.6-8.2. 

Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events. 

A. Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information using text structures (e.g. definition, 

classification, comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g. headings, graphics, and 

multimedia) when useful to aiding comprehension. 

B. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 

information and examples. 

C. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and 

concepts. 

D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 

E. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. 

F. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or 

explanation presented.  

WHST.6-8.4. 
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice, and style are appropriate to 

task, purpose, and audience. 



 

 

WHST.6-8.5. 

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by 

planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience 

have been addressed.  

WHST.6-8.6. 
Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between 

information and ideas clearly and efficiently. 

WHST.6-8.7. 
Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several 

sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.  

WHST.6-8.8. 

Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the 

credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while 

avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.  

WHST.6-8.9. Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

WHST.6-8.10. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self correction, and 

revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, 

purposes, and audiences. 

TECHNOLOGY STANDARD (STANDARD 8), 21ST CENTURY LIFE AND CAREER (STANDARD 9), and CAREER READY PRACTICES (CRP) 

8.1 Educational 

Technology 
 

8.1.8.A.1  Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools. 

8.1.8.A.2 
Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one or 

more digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability. 

8.1.8.A.3 Use and/or develop a simulation that provides an environment to solve a real world problem or theory. 

8.1.8.B.1 
Synthesize and publish information about a local or global issue or event (ex. telecollaborative project, blog, 

school web). 

8.1.8.D.1  
Understand and model appropriate online behaviors related to cyber safety, cyber bullying, cyber security, and 

cyber ethics including appropriate use of social media. 

8.1.8.D.2  Demonstrate the application of appropriate citations to digital content. 

8.1.8.D.3  Demonstrate an understanding of fair use and Creative Commons to intellectual property. 

8.1.8.D.4  Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 

8.1.8.D.5 Understand appropriate uses for social media and the negative consequences of misuse. 

8.1.8.E.1  
Effectively use a variety of search tools and filters in professional public databases to find information to 

solve a real world problem. 

8.2.8.A.1 
Research a product that was designed for a specific demand and identify how the product has changed to meet 

new demands (i.e. telephone for communication - smart phone for mobility needs). 

8.2.8.A.5  
Describe how resources such as material, energy, information, time, tools, people, and capital contribute to a 

technological product or system.  



 

 

8.2.8.B.1 
 Evaluate the history and impact of sustainability on the development of a designed 

product or system over time and present results to peers. 

8.2.8.B.2  Identify the desired and undesired consequences from the use of a product or system. 

8.2.8.B.4  
Research examples of how humans can devise technologies to reduce the negative 

consequences of other technologies and present your findings.  

8.2.8.B.5  
Identify new technologies resulting from the demands, value,s and interests of individuals,businesses, 

industries, and societies  

8.2.8.C.3  
Evaluate the function, value, and aesthetics of a technological product or system, from 

the perspective of the user and the producer. 

9.1 Personal Financial 

Literacy 
 

9.1.8.A.1 
Explain the meaning and purposes of taxes and tax deductions and why fees for various benefits (e.g., medical 

benefits) are taken out of pay. 

9.1.8.A.2 
Relate how career choices, education choices, skills, entrepreneurship, and economic conditions affect 

income.  

9.1.8.A.3 
Differentiate among ways that workers can improve earning power through the acquisition of new knowledge 

and skills. 

9.1.8.A.4 Relate earning power to quality of life across cultures. 

9.1.8.A.5 Relate how the demand for certain skills determines an individual’s earning power.  

9.1.8.B.6 Evaluate the relationship of cultural traditions and historical influences on financial practice.  

9.1.8.D.5 Explain the economic principle of supply and demand. 

9.1.8.E.2 
Identify personal information that should not be disclosed to others and the possible consequences of doing or 

not doing so. 

9.1.8.F.1 
Explain how the economic system of production and consumption may be a means to achieve significant 

societal goals. 

9.1.8.F.2 Examine the implications of legal and ethical behaviors when when making financial decisions.  

9.1.8.F.3 
Relate the impact of business, government, and consumer fiscal responsibility to the economy and ot personal 

finance. 

9.2 Career Awareness, 

Exploration, and 

Preparation 

 

9.2.8.B.3 
Evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership skills that can be developed through school, home, 

work, and extracurricular activities for use in a career.  

9.2.8.B.7 Evaluate the impact of online activities and social media on employer decisions. 



 

 

Career Ready Practices  

CRP1 Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee 

CRP2 Apply appropriate academic and technical skills 

CRP4 Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 

CRP5 Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. 

CRP6 Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 

CRP7 Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 

CRP8 Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.  

CRP9 Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management. 

CRP10 Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals. 

CRP11 Use technology to enhance productivity. 

CRP 12 Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.  

 
STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 

Students will know: 

 

● how the experience of the early colonists shaped 

America’s political and social ideals. 

● what factors allowed each colonial region to grow and 

prosper. 

● what traditions, events, and forces helped form an 

American identity. 

 

 
 

 

Students will be able to: 

 

Social Studies Skill Table 
● Chronological Thinking 

o Construct timelines of events occurring during major eras 

including comparative events in world history for different 

civilizations. 

o Explain how major events are related to one another in time 

● Spatial Thinking 

o Select and use various geographic representations to compare 

information about people, places, regions, and environments.  

o Use maps and other documents to explain the historical 

migration of people, expansion and disintegration of empires, 

and growth of economic and political systems.  

● Critical Thinking 

o Compare and contrast differing interpretations of current and 

historical event. 
o Assess the credibility of sources by identifying bias and 



 

 

prejudice in documents, media, and computer-generated 

information. 

o Analyze primary and secondary sources for reconstructing the 

past and understanding historical perspectives (i.e., 

documents, letters, diaries, maps, images, etc.). 

● Presentational Skills 

o Select and analyze information from a variety of sources to 

present a reasoned argument or position in written and/or oral 

format. 

o Present information in a logical manner using evidence and 

reasoning while demonstrating presentation skills (e.g., eye 

contact, adequate volume, clear pronunciation).  

 

Cross-curricular connections; 

● ELA: Students analyze and cite primary and secondary sources to decide why so many colonists died in Jamestown. (The DBQ 

Project) 

● ELA: Students analyze and cite primary and secondary sources to determine what caused the Salem Witch Trial hysteria in 1692. (The 

DBQ Project) 

● Art: Students analyze time period artwork to realize details about people, events, and life at that time. 

EVIDENCE OF LEARNING 

Summative Assessment 

(Assessment at the end of 

the learning period) 

● Section Quizzes 

● Chapter Test 

● Discovery Education Board Builder 

Performance Tasks ● Students analyze and cite primary and secondary sources to decide why so many colonists died in 

Jamestown. (The DBQ Project) 

● Students analyze and cite primary and secondary sources to determine what caused the Salem Witch 

Trial hysteria in 1692. (The DBQ Project) 

● Students create travel posters or brochures to describe the benefits of settling in one of the colonial 

regions. 

Formative Assessments 

(Ongoing assessments 

during the learning 

period) 

● teacher observation 

● class discussions 

● Padlet responses 

● Discovery Education Chapter Assessments 

● Warm-up Activities 

● Ticket-to-Leave, Ticket-to-Move-Forward 

RESOURCES 



 

 

Student Resources 

● Discovery Education Social Studies Techbook, Prehistory - Reconstruction, Chapters 1.6 - 3.1 

○ Text with highlight, speak text, and take notes options 

○ Review Flashcards 

○ Reading Passages 

○ Video Segments 

○ Map activities 

○ Cause and Effect Chart, GREASES Chart, Comparison Charts, Main Idea Web, Cause/Event/Effect Chart, Problem/Solution 

Charts, 3-Way Venn Diagram, Vocabulary Chart 

○ Historical Perspectives, Source Analysis, Data Analysis, Say What?, Role-Play Activities 

○ Primary and Secondary Sources 

○ Document Based Investigations 

● Mini-Qs in American History 

○ Document Based Activities 

● McDougall Littell American History: Beginnings through Reconstruction 

○ Classroom textbooks, map activities  

● Online Interactive Websites 

○ such as: PBS Learning Media 

 

Teacher Resources 

● Discovery Education Social Studies Techbook, Prehistory - Reconstruction,  & Classroom Manager 

● McDougall Littell American History: Beginnings through Reconstruction Teacher’s Edition & Supporting Workbooks 

● The Nystrom Atlas of American History: Teacher’s Edition, classroom copies, and wipe-off maps 

● Teacher-created Resources 

● DVDs, You-tube Videos 

Learning Paths 

● differentiated assignments based on student readiness 

● student choice 

● small group assignments, individual work 

● classroom debates, Take-a-Stand activities 

● simulations 

● Cooperative learning activities such as Jigsaw Groups and Think/Pair/Share 

● Vocabulary learning strategies 

● Note taking skills and practice 

 



 

 

 

 
Unit/Era/Topic Title Unit 2 / 1763 - 1783 /  Rebellion and Revolution                                        Approximate Pacing: 9 weeks 

UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 

 Essential Questions 

● Why did the colonists risk their lives to fight for independence from Great Britain? 

● How does the Declaration of Independence reflect the colonists’ ideas about government? 

● How did the United States manage to win the Revolutionary War? 

● What roles did different groups of Americans play in the Revolutionary War? 

● What were the causes and consequences of America’s movement for independence? 

 

Enduring Understandings 

● oppression and lack of representation were the driving forces of the American Revolution. 

● all people were born with the rights of “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” 

● throughout history, individuals have achieved enduring fame and respect because of their leadership 

abilities 

NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS/ COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS  

NJSLS  

6.1.8.A.3.a 
Examine the ideals found in the Declaration of Independence, and assess the extent to which they were fulfilled 

for women, African Americans, and Native Americans during this time period. 

6.1.8.B.3.a 
Assess how conflicts and alliances among European countries and Native American groups impacted the 

expansion of the American colonies. 

6.1.8.B.3.c  
Use maps and other geographic tools to evaluate the impact of geography on the execution and outcome of the 

American Revolutionary War. 

6.1.8.B.3.d  Explain why New Jersey’s location played an integral role in the American Revolution. 

6.1.8.C.3.a 
Explain how taxes and government regulation can affect economic opportunities, and assess the impact of these on relations 

between Britain and its North American colonies.  

6.1.8.D.3.a 
Explain how the consequences of the Seven Year War, changes in British policies toward American colonies, and responses 

by various groups and individuals in the North American colonies led to the American Revolution. 

6.1.8.D.3.b 
Explain why the Declaration of Independence was written and how its key principles evolved to become unifying 

ideas of American democracy. 

6.1.8.D.3.c  
Analyze the impact of George Washington as general of the American revolutionary forces and as the first 

president of the United States.  

6.1.8.D.3.d Analyze how prominent individuals and other nations contributed to the causes, execution, and outcomes of the 

https://app.discoveryeducation.com/techbook2:concept/view/guidConceptId/642E57DF-D3E6-4758-B9D9-BD4DE65638A1/guidUnitId/a4c9e340-d548-4dbe-b91f-1d82da194bef


 

 

American Revolution. 

6.1.8.D.3.e 

Examine the roles and perspectives of various socioeconomic groups (e.g., rural farmers, urban craftsmen, 

northern merchants, and southern planters), African Americans, Native Americans, and women during the 

American Revolution, and determine how these groups were impacted by the war.  

6.3.8.A.1 
Deliberate on a public issue affecting an upcoming election, consider opposing arguments, and develop a 

reasoned conclusion. 

6.3.8.D.1 
Engage in simulated democratic processes (e.g., legislative hearings, judicial proceedings, elections) to 

understand how conflicting points of view are addressed in a democratic society.  

  

Progress Indicators 

Reading History 
 

RH.6-8.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 

RH.6-8.2 
Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the 

source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

RH.6-8.3 
Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes a 

law, how interest rates are raised or lowered). 

RH.6-8.4 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains 

related to history/social studies. 

RH.6-8.5 Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally). 

RH.6-8.6 
Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or 

avoidance of particular facts). 

RH.6-8.7 
Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print 

and digital texts. 

RH.6-8.8 Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. 

RH.6-8.9 Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic. 

RH.6-8.10 
By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6 - 8 text complexity band 

independently and proficiently. 

Progress Indicators for 

Writing History 
 

WHST.6-8.1. 

Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. 

A. Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or 

opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 

B. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data and evidence that demonstrate an 

understanding of the topic or text, using credible sources. 

C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), 

counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 



 

 

D. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. 

E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the supports the argument supports. 

WHST.6-8.2. 

Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events. 

A. Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information using text structures (e.g. definition, 

classification, comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g. headings, graphics, and 

multimedia) when useful to aiding comprehension. 

B. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 

information and examples. 

C. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and 

concepts. 

D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 

E. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. 

F. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation 

presented.  

WHST.6-8.4. 
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice, and style are appropriate to 

task, purpose, and audience. 

WHST.6-8.5. 

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 

revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 

addressed.  

WHST.6-8.6. 
Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between 

information and ideas clearly and efficiently. 

WHST.6-8.7. 
Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several 

sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.  

WHST.6-8.8. 

Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the 

credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while 

avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

WHST.6-8.9. Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

WHST.6-8.10. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self correction, and 

revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, 

purposes, and audiences. 

TECHNOLOGY STANDARD (STANDARD 8), 21ST CENTURY LIFE AND CAREER (STANDARD 9), AND CAREER READY PRACTICES (CRP)  

8.1.8.A.1  Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools. 

8.1.8.A.2 
Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one or 

more digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability. 

8.1.8.A.3 Use and/or develop a simulation that provides an environment to solve a real world problem or theory. 

8.1.8.B.1 Synthesize and publish information about a local or global issue or event (ex. telecollaborative project, blog, 



 

 

school web). 

8.1.8.D.1  
Understand and model appropriate online behaviors related to cyber safety, cyber bullying, cyber security, and 

cyber ethics including appropriate use of social media. 

8.1.8.D.2  Demonstrate the application of appropriate citations to digital content. 

8.1.8.D.3  Demonstrate an understanding of fair use and Creative Commons to intellectual property. 

8.1.8.D.4  Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 

8.1.8.D.5 Understand appropriate uses for social media and the negative consequences of misuse. 

8.1.8.E.1  
Effectively use a variety of search tools and filters in professional public databases to find information to solve a 

real world problem. 

8.2.8.A.1 
Research a product that was designed for a specific demand and identify how the product has changed to meet 

new demands (i.e. telephone for communication - smart phone for mobility needs). 

8.2.8.A.5  
Describe how resources such as material, energy, information, time, tools, people, and capital contribute to a 

technological product or system.  

8.2.8.B.1 
 Evaluate the history and impact of sustainability on the development of a designed 

product or system over time and present results to peers. 

8.2.8.B.2  Identify the desired and undesired consequences from the use of a product or system. 

8.2.8.B.4  
Research examples of how humans can devise technologies to reduce the negative 

consequences of other technologies and present your findings.  

8.2.8.B.5  
Identify new technologies resulting from the demands, value,s and interests of individuals,businesses, industries, 

and societies  

8.2.8.C.3  
Evaluate the function, value, and aesthetics of a technological product or system, from the perspective of the user 

and the producer. 

9.1 Personal 

Financial Literacy 
 

9.1.8.A.1 
Explain the meaning and purposes of taxes and tax deductions and why fees for various benefits (e.g., medical 

benefits) are taken out of pay. 

9.1.8.A.2 Relate how career choices, education choices, skills, entrepreneurship, and economic conditions affect income. 

9.1.8.A.3 
Differentiate among ways that workers can improve earning power through the acquisition of new knowledge and 

skills. 

9.1.8.A.4 Relate earning power to quality of life across cultures. 

9.1.8.A.5 Relate how the demand for certain skills determines an individual’s earning power.  

9.1.8.B.6 Evaluate the relationship of cultural traditions and historical influences on financial practice.  

9.1.8.D.5 Explain the economic principle of supply and demand. 

9.1.8.E.2 Identify personal information that should not be disclosed to others and the possible consequences of doing or not 



 

 

doing so. 

9.1.8.F.1 
Explain how the economic system of production and consumption may be a means to achieve significant societal 

goals. 

9.1.8.F.2 Examine the implications of legal and ethical behaviours when making financial decisions. 

9.1.8.F.3 
Relate the impact of business, government, and consumer fiscal responsibility to the economy and to personal 

finance.  

9.2 Career Awareness, 

Exploration, and 

Preparation 

 

9.2.8.B.3 
Evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership skills that can be developed through school, home, work, 

and extracurricular activities for use in a career. 

9.2.8.B.7 Evaluate the impact of online activities and social media on employer decisions. 

Career Ready Practices  

CRP1 Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 

CRP2 Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 

CRP4 Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 

CRP5 Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. 

CRP6 Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 

CRP7 Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 

CRP8 Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 

CRP9 Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management. 

CRP10 Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals. 

CRP11 Use technology to enhance productivity. 

CRP12 Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 
 

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 



 

 

Students will know: 

 

● what drove the colonists to declare Independence from Great 

Britain. 

● how it was possible that American Patriots gained their 

independence from the powerful British Empire. 

 

 

Students will be able to: 

 

Social Studies Skill Table 
● Chronological Thinking 

o Construct timelines of events occurring during major 

eras including comparative events in world history for 

different civilizations. 

o Explain how major events are related to one another in 

time 

● Spatial Thinking 

o Select and use various geographic representations to 

compare information about people, places, regions, 

and environments.  

o Use maps and other documents to explain the 

historical migration of people, expansion and 

disintegration of empires, and growth of economic 

and political systems.  

● Critical Thinking 

o Compare and contrast differing interpretations of 

current and historical events. 

o Assess the credibility of sources by identifying bias 

and prejudice in documents, media, and computer-

generated information. 

o Analyze primary and secondary sources for 

reconstructing the past and understanding historical 

perspectives (i.e., documents, letters, diaries, maps, 

images, etc.). 

● Presentational Skills 

o Select and analyze information from a variety of 

sources to present a reasoned argument or position in 

written and/or oral format. 

o Present information in a logical manner using 

evidence and reasoning while demonstrating 

presentation skills (e.g., eye contact, adequate volume, 

clear pronunciation).  



 

 

Cross-curricular connections; 

● ELA: Students analyze and cite primary and secondary sources to decide if they would have stayed or left the Continental Army during 

the winter at Valley Forge. (The DBQ Project) 

● Art: Students analyze time period artwork to realize details about people, events, and life at that time. 

EVIDENCE OF LEARNING 

Summative Assessment 

(Assessment at the end of the 

learning period) 

● Section Quizzes 

● Chapter Test 

● Discovery Education Board Builder 

Performance Tasks ● Students analyze and cite primary and secondary sources to decide if they would have stayed or left 

the Continental Army during the winter at Valley Forge. (The DBQ Project) 

● Students create a simulation of a social media page to describe the life and accomplishments of an 

individual who took part in the American Revolution. 

● Students create speeches and awards for individuals who played significant roles in the American 

Revolution  

Formative Assessments 

(Ongoing assessments during 

the learning period) 

● teacher observation 

● class discussions 

● Padlet responses 

● Discovery Education Chapter Assessments 

● Warm-up Activities 

● Ticket-to-Leave, Ticket-to-Move-Forward 

RESOURCES 

Student Resources 

● Discovery Education Social Studies Textbook, Prehistory - Reconstruction, Chapter 3.2 - 3.5 

○ Text with highlight, speak text, and take notes options 

○ Review Flashcards 

○ Reading Passages 

○ Video Segments 

○ Map Activities 

○ Sequencing Chart, Graphic Organizer, Comparison Chart 

○ Historical Perspective Activities, Pitch Your Idea, You As Artist, Say What?, Source Analysis, Timeline Inquiries, Student 

Sleuth, Classroom Debate 

○ Primary and Secondary Sources 

○ Document Based Investigations 

● Mini-Qs in American History 

○ Document Based Activities 

● American History: Beginnings through Reconstruction 



 

 

○ Classroom textbooks, map activities  

● Online Interactive Websites 

○ such as: PBS Learning Media 

 

Teacher Resources 

● Discovery Education Social Studies Techbook, Prehistory - Reconstruction,  & Classroom Manager 

● McDougall Littell American History: Beginnings through Reconstruction Teacher’s Edition & Supporting Workbooks 

● The Nystrom Atlas of American History: Teacher’s Edition, classroom copies, and wipe-off maps 

● Teacher-created Resources 

● DVDs, You-tube Videos 
 

Learning Paths 

● differentiated assignments based on student readiness 

● student choice 

● small group assignments, individual work 

● classroom debates, Take-a-Stand activities 

● simulations 

● Cooperative learning activities such as Jigsaw Groups and Think/Pair/Share 

● Vocabulary learning strategies 

● Note taking skills and practice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Unit/Era/Topic Title Unit 3/ 1783 - 1800 / A New Nation and Our Living Constitution        Approximate Pacing:  6 weeks 

UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 

 Essential Questions 

● How well did the Articles of Confederation address the needs of the new nation? 

● How does the Constitution reflect major principles of American democracy? 

● How does the Bill of Rights help government balance rights and order in the U.S. political system? 

● How does the structure of the U.S. political system reflect American ideas about individual rights and the 

purpose of government? 

● In what ways did George Washington’s presidency influence the future of the U.S. political system? 

● How did the controversies of the early republic shape the future of the United States? 

 

Enduring Understandings 

● all people were born with the rights of “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” 

● throughout history, individuals have achieved enduring fame and respect because of their leadership 

abilities. 

● the job of government is to protect the rights of the people. 

● if a democracy is to succeed, its people must assume certain responsibilities. 

NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS/ COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS  

NJSLS  

6.1.8.A.3.b  

Evaluate the effectiveness of the fundamental principles of the Constitution (i.e., consent of the governed, rule of 

law, federalism, limited government, separation of powers, checks and balances, and individual rights) in 

establishing a federal government that allows for growth and change over time. 

6.1.8.A.3.c Determine the role that compromise played in the creation and adoption of the Constitution and Bill of Rights. 

6.1.8.A.3.d  
Compare and contrast the Articles of Confederation and the United States Constitution in terms of the decision-

making powers of national government 

6.1.8.A.3.e 
Explain how and why constitutional civil liberties were impacted by acts of government (i.e., Alien and Sedition 

Acts) during the Early Republic. 

6.1.8.A.3.f 
Explain how political parties were formed and continue to be shaped by differing perspectives regarding the role 

and power of federal government.  

6.1.8.A.3.g Evaluate the impact of the Constitution and Bill of Rights on current day issues. 

6.1.8.B.3.a 
Assess how conflicts and alliances among European countries and Native American groups impacted the 

expansion of the American colonies. 

6.1.8.B.3.b  
Determine the extent to which the geography of the United States influenced the debate on representation in 

Congress and federalism by examining the New Jersey and Virginia plans. 

6.1.8.B.3.c Use maps and other geographic tools to evaluate the impact of geography on the execution and outcome of the 



 

 

American Revolutionary War. 

6.1.8.C.3.b 
Summarize the effect of inflation and debt on the American people and the response of state and national 

governments during this time.  

6.1.8.D.3.b 
Explain why the Declaration of Independence was written and how its key principles evolved to become 

unifying ideas of American democracy. 

6.1.8.D.3.c  
Analyze the impact of George Washington as general of the American revolutionary forces and as the first 

president of the United States. 

6.1.8.D.3.d 
Analyze how prominent individuals and other nations contributed to the causes, execution, and outcomes of the 

American Revolution. 

6.1.8.D.3.e 

Examine the roles and perspectives of various socioeconomic groups (e.g., rural farmers, urban craftsmen, 

northern merchants, and southern planters), African Americans, Native Americans, and women during the 

American Revolution, and determine how these groups were impacted by the war.  

6.1.8.D.3.g 
Evaluate the extent to which the leadership and decisions of early administrations of the national government 

met the goals established in the Preamble of the Constitution. 

6.3.8.A.2 
Participate in a real or simulated hearing to develop a legislative proposal that addresses a public issue, and share 

it with an appropriate legislative body (e.g., school board, municipal or county government, state legislature).  

6.3.8.B.1 
Evaluate alternative land use proposals and make recommendations to the appropriate governmental agency 

regarding the best course of action. 

6.3.8.C.1 
Examine the perspectives of multiple stakeholders involved in the local budget process (e.g., obtaining 

information, discussing priorities).  

  

Progress Indicators 

Reading History 

 

 

RH.6-8.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 

RH.6-8.2 
Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of 

the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

RH.6-8.3 
Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes a 

law, how interest rates are raised or lowered). 

RH.6-8.4 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains 

related to history/social studies. 

RH.6-8.5 Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally). 

RH.6-8.6 
Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or 

avoidance of particular facts). 

RH.6-8.7 
Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in 

print and digital texts. 

RH.6-8.8 Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. 



 

 

RH.6-8.9 Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic. 

RH.6-8.10 
By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6 - 8 text complexity band 

independently and proficiently. 

Progress Indicators 

for Writing History 

 

 

WHST.6-8.1. 

Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. 

A. Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or 

opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 

B. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data and evidence that demonstrate an 

understanding of the topic or text, using credible sources. 

C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), 

counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

D. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. 

E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the supports the argument supports. 

WHST.6-8.2. 

Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events. 

A. Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information using text structures (e.g. definition, 

classification, comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g. headings, graphics, and 

multimedia) when useful to aiding comprehension. 

B. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 

information and examples. 

C. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and 

concepts. 

D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 

E. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. 

F. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation 

presented.  

WHST.6-8.4. 
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice, and style are appropriate to 

task, purpose, and audience. 

WHST.6-8.5. 

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 

revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 

addressed.  

WHST.6-8.6. 
Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between 

information and ideas clearly and efficiently. 

WHST.6-8.7. 
Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several 

sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.  

WHST.6-8.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the 



 

 

credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while 

avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

WHST.6-8.9. Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

WHST.6-8.10. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self correction, and 

revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, 

purposes, and audiences. 

TECHNOLOGY STANDARD (STANDARD 8), 21ST CENTURY LIFE AND CAREER (STANDARD 9), CAREER READY PRACTICES (CRP) 

8.1 Educational 

Technology 
 

8.1.8.A.1  Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools. 

8.1.8.A.2 
Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one or 

more digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability. 

8.1.8.A.3 Use and/or develop a simulation that provides an environment to solve a real world problem or theory. 

8.1.8.B.1 
Synthesize and publish information about a local or global issue or event (ex. telecollaborative project, blog, 

school web). 

8.1.8.D.1  
Understand and model appropriate online behaviors related to cyber safety, cyber bullying, cyber security, and 

cyber ethics including appropriate use of social media. 

8.1.8.D.2  Demonstrate the application of appropriate citations to digital content. 

8.1.8.D.3  Demonstrate an understanding of fair use and Creative Commons to intellectual property. 

8.1.8.D.4  Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 

8.1.8.D.5 Understand appropriate uses for social media and the negative consequences of misuse. 

8.1.8.E.1  
Effectively use a variety of search tools and filters in professional public databases to find information to solve a 

real world problem. 

8.2.8.A.1 
Research a product that was designed for a specific demand and identify how the product has changed to meet 

new demands (i.e. telephone for communication - smart phone for mobility needs). 

8.2.8.A.5  
Describe how resources such as material, energy, information, time, tools, people, and capital contribute to a 

technological product or system.  

8.2.8.B.1 
 Evaluate the history and impact of sustainability on the development of a designed 

product or system over time and present results to peers. 

8.2.8.B.2  Identify the desired and undesired consequences from the use of a product or system. 

8.2.8.B.4  
Research examples of how humans can devise technologies to reduce the negative 

consequences of other technologies and present your findings.  

8.2.8.B.5  
Identify new technologies resulting from the demands, value,s and interests of individuals,businesses, industries, 

and societies  



 

 

8.2.8.C.3  
Evaluate the function, value, and aesthetics of a technological product or system, from 

the perspective of the user and the producer. 

9.1 Personal 

Financial Literacy 
 

9.1.8.A.1 
Explain the meaning and purposes of taxes and tax deductions and why fees for various benefits (e.g., medical 

benefits) are taken out of pay. 

9.1.8.A.2 Relate how career choices, education choices, skills, entrepreneurship, and economic conditions affect income. 

9.1.8.A.3 
Differentiate among ways that workers can improve earning power through the acquisition of new knowledge 

and skills. 

9.1.8.A.4 Relate earning power to quality of life across cultures. 

9.1.8.A.5 Relate how the demand for certain skills determines an individual’s earning power. 

9.1.8.B.6 Evaluate the relationship of cultural traditions and historical influences on financial practice.  

9.1.8.D.5 Explain the economic principle of supply and demand. 

9.1.8.E.2 
Identify personal information that should not be disclosed to others and the possible consequences of doing or 

not doing so. 

9.1.8.F.1 
Explain how the economic system of production and consumption may be a means to achieve significant societal 

goals. 

9.1.8.F.2 Examine the implications of legal and ethical behaviors when making financial decisions. 

9.1.8.F.3 
Relate the impact of business, government, and consumer fiscal responsibility to the economy and to personal 

finance.  

9.2 Career 

Awareness, 

Exploration, and 

Preparation 

 

9.2.8.B.3 
Evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership skills that can be developed through school, home, work, 

and extracurricular activities for use in a career. 

9.2.8.B.7 Evaluate the impact of online activities and social media on employer decisions. 

Career Ready 

Practices 
 

CRP1 Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 

CRP2 Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 

CRP4 Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 

CRP5 Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. 

CRP6 Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 



 

 

CRP7 Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 

CRP8 Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 

CRP9 Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management. 

CRP10 Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals. 

CRP11 Use technology to enhance productivity. 

CRP12 Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.  

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Knowledge 

Students will know: 

 

● how Americans created a national government that respected 

both the independence of states and the rights of individuals. 

● how our Constitution has remained a living document. 

● what political traditions and tensions first appeared in the early 

years of the new republic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Students will be able to: 

 

Social Studies Skill Table 

● Chronological Thinking 

o Construct timelines of events occurring during 

major eras including comparative events in world 

history for different civilizations. 

o Explain how major events are related to one 

another in time 

● Spatial Thinking 

o Select and use various geographic representations 

to compare information about people, places, 

regions, and environments.  

o Use maps and other documents to explain the 

historical migration of people, expansion and 

disintegration of empires, and growth of economic 

and political systems.  

● Critical Thinking 

o Compare and contrast differing interpretations of 

current and historical events. 

o Assess the credibility of sources by identifying 

bias and prejudice in documents, media, and 

computer-generated information. 

o Analyze primary and secondary sources for 

reconstructing the past and understanding 

historical perspectives (i.e., documents, letters, 

diaries, maps, images, etc.). 



 

 

● Presentational Skills 

o Select and analyze information from a variety of 

sources to present a reasoned argument or position 

in written and/or oral format. 

o Present information in a logical manner using 

evidence and reasoning while demonstrating 

presentation skills (e.g., eye contact, adequate 

volume, clear pronunciation). 

Cross-curricular connections; 

● ELA: Students analyze and cite primary and secondary sources to decide how the Constitution guarded against tyranny. (The DBQ 

Project) 

● Art: Students analyze time period artwork to realize details about people, events, and life at that time. 

EVIDENCE OF LEARNING 

Summative Assessment (Assessment at the end of the learning 

period) 

● Section Quizzes 

● Chapter Tests 

● Discovery Education Board Builder 

Performance Tasks ● Students analyze and cite primary and secondary sources 

to determine how the Constitution guarded against 

tyranny. (The DBQ Project) 

● Students write a letter to explain how a person’s 

constitutional rights have either protected them or how 

they have been violated.  

Formative Assessments (Ongoing assessments during the 

learning period) 

● teacher observation 

● class discussions 

● Padlet responses 

● Discovery Education Chapter Assessments 

● Warm-up Activities 

● Ticket-to-Leave, Ticket-to-Move-Forward 

RESOURCES 

Student Resources 

● Discovery Education Social Studies Textbook, Prehistory - Reconstruction, Chapter 4.1 - 5.1 

○ Text with highlight, speak text, and take notes options 

○ Review Flashcards 

○ Reading Passages 

○ Video Segments 

○ Map Activities 



 

 

○ Cause/Event/Effect Chart, T-Chart, Problem/Solution Chart, Outline Graphic Organizer, Comparison Chart, Main Idea 

Web,  

○ Historical Perspective Activities, Socratic Seminar, Role Play, Express Your Opinion, Current Events Connection, 

Categorization Chart, Source Analysis, Enduring Debate, Classroom Debate, Pitch Your Idea, You As Artist  

○ Primary and Secondary Sources 

○ Document Based Investigations 

 

Teacher Resources 

● Discovery Education Social Studies Techbook, Prehistory - Reconstruction,  & Classroom Manager 

● McDougall Littell American History: Beginnings through Reconstruction Teacher’s Edition & Supporting Workbooks 

● The Nystrom Atlas of American History: Teacher’s Edition, classroom copies, and wipe-off maps 

● Teacher-created Resources 

● DVDs, You-tube Videos 

 

 
Learning Paths 

● differentiated assignments based on student readiness 

● student choice 

● small group assignments, individual work 

● classroom debates, Take-a-Stand activities 

● simulations 

● Cooperative learning activities such as Jigsaw Groups and Think/Pair/Share 

● Vocabulary learning strategies 

● Note taking skills and practice 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Unit/Era/Topic Title   Unit 4 / 1800 - 1861 / Expansion and Reform Approximate Pacing 6 weeks 

UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 



 

 

 Essential Questions 

● How did the nation’s early problems reveal different philosophies about government? 

● What was the impact of the War of 1812 on the early history of the United States? 

● How did American foreign affairs after the War of 1812 reveal changing attitudes about the United States? 

● Did the benefits of American expansion outweigh the costs? 

● Was Andrew Jackson a champion of democracy?  

● How did expansion change America socially, economically, and politically? 

● How did the early Industrial Revolution change American society and daily life? 

● How did the reform movements of the 1840s change American society? 

 

Enduring Understandings 

● a nation’s growth involves political, economic, and social change. 

● Manifest Destiny was a controversial idea that often spurred conflict. 

● reform movements brought change to American society. 

NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS/ COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS  

NJSLS  

6.1.8.A.3.f 
Explain how political parties were formed and continue to be shaped by differing perspectives regarding the role and 

power of federal government.  

6.1.8.C.3.c 
Evaluate the impact of the cotton gin and other innovations on the institution of slavery and on the economic and 

political development of the country.  

6.1.8.A.4.a  
Explain the changes in America’s relationships with other nations by analyzing policies, treaties, tariffs, and 

agreements. 

6.1.8.A.4.b 
Analyze how the concept of Manifest Destiny influenced the acquisition of land through annexation, diplomacy, and 

war. 

6.1.8.A.4.c Assess the extent to which voting rights were expanded during the Jacksonian period. 

6.1.8.B.4.a  
Assess the impact of the Louisiana Purchase and western exploration on the expansion and economic development of 

the United States. 

6.1.8.B.4.b  
Map territorial expansion and settlement, as well as the locations of conflicts with and resettlement of Native 

Americans. 

6.1.8.C.4.a  
Analyze the debates involving the National Bank, uniform currency, and tariffs, and determine the extent to which each 

of these economic tools met the economic challenges facing the new nation. 

6.1.8.C.4.b  
Explain how major technological developments revolutionized land and water transportation, as well as the economy, 

in New Jersey and the nation 

6.1.8.C.4.c  
Analyze how technological innovations affected the status and social class of different groups of people, and explain 

the outcomes that resulted.  

6.1.8.D.4.a  Analyze the push-pull factors that led to increases in immigration, and explain why ethnic and cultural conflicts 



 

 

resulted.  

6.1.8.D.4.b Describe efforts to reform education, women’s rights, slavery, and other issues during the Antebellum period. 

6.1.8.D.4.c  Explain the growing resistance to slavery and New Jersey’s role in the Underground Railroad. 

  

Progress Indicators 

Reading History 
 

RH.6-8.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources 

RH.6-8.2 
Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the 

source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

RH.6-8.3 
Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes a law, 

how interest rates are raised or lowered). 

RH.6-8.4 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains 

related to history/social studies. 

RH.6-8.5 Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally). 

RH.6-8.6 
Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance 

of particular facts). 

RH.6-8.7 
Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and 

digital texts. 

RH.6-8.8 Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. 

RH.6-8.9 Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic. 

RH.6-8.10 
By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text complexity band 

independently and proficiently. 

Progress Indicators 

for Writing History 
 

WHST.6-8.1. 

Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. 

A. Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing 

claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 

B. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data and evidence that demonstrate an 

understanding of the topic or text, using credible sources. 

C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, 

reasons, and evidence. 

D. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. 

E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the supports the argument supports. 

WHST.6-8.2. 

Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events. 

A. Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information using text structures (e.g. definition, 

classification, comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g. headings, graphics, and 



 

 

multimedia) when useful to aiding comprehension. 

B. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information 

and examples. 

C. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and 

concepts. 

D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 

E. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. 

F. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation 

presented.  

WHST.6-8.4. 
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice, and style are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience. 

WHST.6-8.5. 

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 

revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 

addressed.  

WHST.6-8.6. 
Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between 

information and ideas clearly and efficiently. 

WHST.6-8.7. 
Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several sources 

and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.  

WHST.6-8.8. 

Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the 

credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding 

plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.  

WHST.6-8.9. Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

WHST.6-8.10. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self correction, and revision) 

and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 

audiences. 

TECHNOLOGY STANDARD (STANDARD 8), 21ST CENTURY LIFE AND CAREER (STANDARD 9), CAREER READY PRACTICES (CRP) 

8.1 Educational 

Technology 

 

 

8.1.8.A.1  Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools. 

8.1.8.A.2 
Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one or more 

digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability. 

8.1.8.A.3 Use and/or develop a simulation that provides an environment to solve a real world problem or theory. 

8.1.8.B.1 
Synthesize and publish information about a local or global issue or event (ex. telecollaborative project, blog, school 

web). 

8.1.8.D.1  
Understand and model appropriate online behaviors related to cyber safety, cyber bullying, cyber security, and cyber 

ethics including appropriate use of social media. 



 

 

8.1.8.D.2  Demonstrate the application of appropriate citations to digital content. 

8.1.8.D.3  Demonstrate an understanding of fair use and Creative Commons to intellectual property. 

8.1.8.D.4  Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 

8.1.8.D.5 Understand appropriate uses for social media and the negative consequences of misuse. 

8.1.8.E.1  
Effectively use a variety of search tools and filters in professional public databases to find information to solve a real 

world problem. 

8.2.8.A.1 
Research a product that was designed for a specific demand and identify how the product has changed to meet new 

demands (i.e. telephone for communication - smart phone for mobility needs). 

8.2.8.A.5  
Describe how resources such as material, energy, information, time, tools, people, and capital contribute to a 

technological product or system.  

8.2.8.B.1 
 Evaluate the history and impact of sustainability on the development of a designed 

product or system over time and present results to peers. 

8.2.8.B.2  Identify the desired and undesired consequences from the use of a product or system. 

8.2.8.B.4 
Research examples of how humans can devise technologies to reduce the negative consequences of other technologies 

and present your findings. 

8.2.8.B.5 
Identify new technologies resulting from demands, values, and interests of individuals, businesses, industries, and 

societies 

8.2.8.C.3 
Evaluate the function, value, and aesthetics of a technological product or system from the perspective of the user and 

the producer 

9.1 Personal 

Financial Literacy 
 

9.1.8.A.1 
Explain the meaning and purposes of taxes and tax deductions and why fees for various benefits (e.g., medical 

benefits) are taken out of pay. 

9.1.8.A.2 Relate how career choices, education choices, skills, entrepreneurship, and economic conditions affect income. 

9.1.8.A.3 
Differentiate among ways that workers can improve earning power through the acquisition of new knowledge and 

skills. 

9.1.8.A.4 Relate earning power to quality of life across cultures. 

9.1.8.A.5 Relate how the demand for certain skills determines an individual’s earning power. 

9.1.8.B.6 Evaluate the relationship of cultural traditions and historical influences on financial practice.  

9.1.8.D.5 Explain the economic principle of supply and demand. 

9.1.8.E.2 
Identify personal information that should not be disclosed to others and the possible consequences of doing or not 

doing so. 

9.1.8.F.1 Explain how the economic system of production and consumption may be a means to achieve significant societal goals. 

9.1.8.F.2 Examine the implications of legal and ethical behaviors when making financial decisions. 



 

 

9.1.8.F.3 Relate the impact of business, government, and consumer fiscal responsibility to the economy and to personal finance.  

9.2 Career 

Awareness, 

Exploration, and 

Preparation 

 

9.2.8.B.3 
Evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership skills that can be developed through school, home, work, and 

extracurricular activities for use in a career. 

9.2.8.B.7 Evaluate the impact of online activities and social media on employer decisions. 

Career Ready 

Practices 
 

CRP1 Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 

CRP2 Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 

CRP4 Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 

CRP5 Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. 

CRP6 Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 

CRP7 Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 

CRP8 Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 

CRP9 Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management. 

CRP10 Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals. 

CRP11 Use technology to enhance productivity. 

CRP12 Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.  

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 

Students will know: 

 

● how the events of the Jefferson Era strengthened the nation. 

● what forces and events affected national unity and growth. 

● what impact Andrew Jackson’s presidency had on the nation. 

● how westward expansion transformed the nation. 

● how immigration and social reform changed the nation in the 

mid-1800s. 

 

 

 

Students will be able to: 

 

Social Studies Skill Table 
● Chronological Thinking 

o Construct timelines of events occurring during major 

eras including comparative events in world history for 

different civilizations. 

o Explain how major events are related to one another in 

time 

● Spatial Thinking 

o Select and use various geographic representations to 



 

 

 compare information about people, places, regions, and 

environments.  

o Use maps and other documents to explain the historical 

migration of people, expansion and disintegration of 

empires, and growth of economic and political systems.  

● Critical Thinking 

o Compare and contrast differing interpretations of 

current and historical events. 

o Assess the credibility of sources by identifying bias and 

prejudice in documents, media, and computer-generated 

information. 

o Analyze primary and secondary sources for 

reconstructing the past and understanding historical 

perspectives (i.e., documents, letters, diaries, maps, 

images, etc.). 

● Presentational Skills 

o Select and analyze information from a variety of 

sources to present a reasoned argument or position in 

written and/or oral format. 

o Present information in a logical manner using evidence 

and reasoning while demonstrating presentation skills 

(e.g., eye contact, adequate volume, clear 

pronunciation).  

Cross-curricular connections; 

● ELA: Students analyze and cite primary and secondary sources to decide either how free were free blacks in the Northern States or 

what was Harriet Tubman’s greatest achievement. (The DBQ Project) 

● ELA, Science, and Art: Students create simulations of Lewis and Clark’s journal entries by using scientific observations, descriptive 

writings, and sketching.  

● Art: Students analyze time period artwork to realize details about people, events, and life at that time. 

EVIDENCE OF LEARNING 

Summative Assessment 

(Assessment at the end of the 

learning period) 

● Section Quizzes 

● Chapter Tests 

● Discovery Education Board Builder 

Performance Tasks ● Students analyze and cite primary and secondary sources to decide either how free were free blacks 

in the Northern States or what was Harriet Tubman’s greatest achievement. 

● Students create simulations of Lewis and Clark’s journal entries by using scientific observations, 



 

 

descriptive writings, and sketching.  

Formative Assessments 

(Ongoing assessments during 

the learning period) 

● teacher observation 

● class discussions 

● Padlet responses 

● Discovery Education Chapter Assessments 

● Warm-up Activities 

● Ticket-to-Leave, Ticket-to-Move-Forward 

RESOURCES 

Student Resources 

● Discovery Education Social Studies Textbook, Prehistory - Reconstruction, Chapter 5.2 - 8.3 

○ Text with highlight, speak text, and take notes options 

○ Review Flashcards 

○ Reading Passages 

○ Video Segments 

○ Map Activities, Timeline Map,  

○ Cause/Event/Effect Chart, Graphic Organizer, Timeline Graphic Organizer, Sequencing Chart, Main Idea Web, 3-Way Venn 

Diagram, Comparison Chart 

○ Historical Perspective Activities, Role Play, Current Events Connection, Source Analysis, Enduring Debate, Say What?, Pitch 

Your Idea, You As Artist, Map Guided Inquiry, Data Analysis, Make A Model   

○ Primary and Secondary Sources 

○ Document Based Investigations 

 

Teacher Resources 

● Discovery Education Social Studies Techbook, Prehistory - Reconstruction,  & Classroom Manager 

● McDougall Littell American History: Beginnings through Reconstruction Teacher’s Edition & Supporting Workbooks 

● The Nystrom Atlas of American History: Teacher’s Edition, classroom copies, and wipe-off maps 

● Teacher-created Resources 

● DVDs, You-tube Videos 

 
Learning Paths 

● differentiated assignments based on student readiness 

● student choice 

● small group assignments, individual work 

● classroom debates, Take-a-Stand activities 

● simulations 



 

 

● Cooperative learning activities such as Jigsaw Groups and Think/Pair/Share 

● Vocabulary learning strategies 

● Note taking skills and practice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Unit/Era/Topic Title Unit 5 / 1846 - 1865 /  

Civil War and Reconstruction 

Approximate Pacing 9 weeks 

UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 

 Essential Questions 

● In antebellum America, what did it mean to be an enslaved African American? A free African American? 

● How did geographical differences between the North and the South lead to conflict? 

● By 1860, why were the nation’s leaders unable to keep the Union together? 

https://app.discoveryeducation.com/techbook2:concept/view/guidConceptId/89FAEAD0-FA82-4F57-80AB-FBA776D8332B/guidUnitId/22bbaf17-27ea-434a-b7b8-0b64fa1cec0e


 

 

● How did the Union win the Civil War? 

● To what extent was the Civil War America’s second revolution? 

● In what ways was the Civil War both a beginning and an ending? 

● What problems did Reconstruction resolve? What problems did it fail to resolve? 

● In what ways did Reconstruction change Southern society? 

● How did the Civil War and Reconstruction affect life for future generations of Americans? 

● Is the history of Reconstruction a story of continuity or change? 

 

Enduring Understandings 

● people react to events based on their perspective. 

● a divided government will not succeed. 

● war causes great human suffering. 

NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS/ COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS  

NJSLS  

6.1.8.A.5.a  Explain how and why the Emancipation Proclamation and the Gettysburg Address continue to impact American life.  

6.1.8.A.5.b 
Compare and contrast the approaches of Congress and Presidents Lincoln and Johnson toward the reconstruction of the 

South 

6.1.8.B.5.a 
Assess the role of various factors (i.e., geography, natural resources, demographics, transportation, leadership, and 

technology) that affected the course and outcome of the Civil War. 

6.1.8.C.5.a Assess the human and material costs of the Civil War in the North and South.  

6.1.8.C.5.b  Analyze the economic impact of Reconstruction on the South from different perspectives. 

6.1.8.D.5.a  Prioritize the causes and events that led to the Civil War from different perspectives. 

6.1.8.D.5.b  
Analyze critical events and battles of the Civil War and determine how they contributed to the final outcome of the 

war. 

6.1.8.D.5.c  Examine the roles of women, African Americans, and Native Americans in the Civil War. 

6.1.8.D.5.d  
Analyze the effectiveness of the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments to the United States Constitution from multiple 

perspectives. 

6.3.8.A.3 
Collaborate with international students to deliberate about and address issues of gender equality, child mortality, or 

education.  

  

Progress Indicators 

Reading History 
 

RH.6-8.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources 

RH.6-8.2 
Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the 

source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

RH.6-8.3 Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes a law, 



 

 

how interest rates are raised or lowered). 

RH.6-8.4 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains 

related to history/social studies. 

RH.6-8.5 Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally). 

RH.6-8.6 
Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance 

of particular facts). 

RH.6-8.7 
Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and 

digital texts. 

RH.6-8.8 Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. 

RH.6-8.9 Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic. 

RH.6-8.10 
By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text complexity band 

independently and proficiently. 

Progress Indicators 

for Writing History 
 

WHST.6-8.1 

Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. 

A. Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing 

claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 

B. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data and evidence that demonstrate an 

understanding of the topic or text, using credible sources. 

C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, 

reasons, and evidence. 

D. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. 

E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the supports the argument supports. 

WHST.6-8.2 

Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events. 

A. Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information using text structures (e.g. definition, 

classification, comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g. headings, graphics, and 

multimedia) when useful to aiding comprehension. 

B. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 

information and examples. 

C. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and 

concepts. 

D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 

E. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. 

F. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation 

presented.  

WHST.6-8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice, and style are appropriate to task, 



 

 

purpose, and audience. 

WHST.6-8.5 

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 

revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 

addressed.  

WHST.6-8.6 
Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between 

information and ideas clearly and efficiently. 

WHST.6-8.7 
Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several sources 

and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.  

WHST.6-8.8 

Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the 

credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding 

plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.  

WHST.6-8.9 Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

WHST.6-8.10 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self correction, and revision) 

and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 

audiences. 

21ST CENTURY LIFE AND CAREER (STANDARD 9), TECHNOLOGY STANDARD (STANDARD 8), CAREER READY PRACTICES (CRP) 

8.1 Educational 

Technology 
 

8.1.8.A.1  Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools. 

8.1.8.A.2 
Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one or more 

digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability. 

8.1.8.A.3 Use and/or develop a simulation that provides an environment to solve a real world problem or theory. 

8.1.8.B.1 
Synthesize and publish information about a local or global issue or event (ex. telecollaborative project, blog, school 

web). 

8.1.8.D.1  
Understand and model appropriate online behaviors related to cyber safety, cyber bullying, cyber security, and cyber 

ethics including appropriate use of social media. 

8.1.8.D.2  Demonstrate the application of appropriate citations to digital content. 

8.1.8.D.3  Demonstrate an understanding of fair use and Creative Commons to intellectual property. 

8.1.8.D.4  Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 

8.1.8.D.5 Understand appropriate uses for social media and the negative consequences of misuse. 

8.1.8.E.1  
Effectively use a variety of search tools and filters in professional public databases to find information to solve a real 

world problem. 

8.2.8.A.1 
Research a product that was designed for a specific demand and identify how the product has changed to meet new 

demands (i.e. telephone for communication - smart phone for mobility needs). 

8.2.8.A.5  Describe how resources such as material, energy, information, time, tools, people, and capital contribute to a 



 

 

technological product or system.  

8.2.8.B.1 
 Evaluate the history and impact of sustainability on the development of a designed 

product or system over time and present results to peers. 

8.2.8.B.2  Identify the desired and undesired consequences from the use of a product or system. 

8.2.8.B.4  
Research examples of how humans can devise technologies to reduce the negative 

consequences of other technologies and present your findings.  

8.2.8.B.5 
Identify new technologies resulting from the demands, values, and interests of individuals, businesses, industries, and 

societies. 

8.2.8.C.3 
Evaluate the function, value, and aesthetics of a technological product or system from the perspective of the user and 

the producer. 

9.1 Personal 

Financial Literacy 
 

9.1.8.A.1 
Explain the meaning and purposes of taxes and tax deductions and why fees for various benefits (e.g., medical 

benefits) are taken out of pay. 

9.1.8.A.2 Relate how career choices, education choices, skills, entrepreneurship, and economic conditions affect income. 

9.1.8.A.3 
Differentiate among ways that workers can improve earning power through the acquisition of new knowledge and 

skills. 

9.1.8.A.4 Relate earning power to quality of life across cultures. 

9.1.8.A.5 Relate how the demand for certain skills determines an individual’s earning power. 

9.1.8.B.6 Evaluate the relationship of cultural traditions and historical influences on financial practice.  

9.1.8.D.5 Explain the economic principle of supply and demand. 

9.1.8.E.2 
Identify personal information that should not be disclosed to others and the possible consequences of doing or not 

doing so. 

9.1.8.F.1 
Explain how the economic system of production and consumption may be a means to achieve significant societal 

goals. 

9.1.8.F.2 Examine the implications of legal and ethical behaviors when making financial decisions. 

9.1.8.F.3 Relate the impact of business, government, and consumer fiscal responsibility to the economy and to personal finance.  

9.2 Career 

Awareness, 

Exploration, and 

Preparation 

 

9.2.8.B.3 
Evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership skills that can be developed through school, home, work, and 

extracurricular activities for use in a career. 

9.2.8.B.7 Evaluate the impact of online activities and social media on employer decisions. 



 

 

Career Ready 

Practices 
 

CRP1 Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 

CRP2 Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 

CRP4 Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 

CRP5 Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. 

CRP6 Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 

CRP7 Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 

CRP8 Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 

CRP9 Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management. 

CRP10 Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals. 

CRP11 Use technology to enhance productivity. 

CRP12 Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.  

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 

Students will know: 

 

● what issues and events shattered the nation’s unity and led to 

civil war. 

● what events, leaders, and strategies shaped the early years of 

war. 

● in what ways the Civil War transformed the nation. 

● how a deeply divided nations was able to move forward after 

the Civil War. 

 

 

 
 

Students will be able to: 

 

Social Studies Skill Table 

● Chronological Thinking 

o Construct timelines of events occurring during major 

eras including comparative events in world history for 

different civilizations. 

o Explain how major events are related to one another in 

time 

● Spatial Thinking 

o Select and use various geographic representations to 

compare information about people, places, regions, and 

environments.  

o Use maps and other documents to explain the historical 

migration of people, expansion and disintegration of 

empires, and growth of economic and political systems.  

● Critical Thinking 

o Compare and contrast differing interpretations of 

current and historical events. 



 

 

o Assess the credibility of sources by identifying bias and 

prejudice in documents, media, and computer-generated 

information. 

o Analyze primary and secondary sources for 

reconstructing the past and understanding historical 

perspectives (i.e., documents, letters, diaries, maps, 

images, etc.). 

● Presentational Skills 

o Select and analyze information from a variety of 

sources to present a reasoned argument or position in 

written and/or oral format. 

o Present information in a logical manner using evidence 

and reasoning while demonstrating presentation skills 

(e.g., eye contact, adequate volume, clear 

pronunciation).  

Cross-curricular connections; 
● ELA: Students analyze and cite primary and secondary sources to explain why the Battle of Gettysburg was a turning point in the Civil 

War. (The DBQ Project) 

● Art: Students analyze time period artwork to realize details about people, events, and life at that time. 

EVIDENCE OF LEARNING 

Summative Assessment 

(Assessment at the end of the 

learning period) 

● Section Quizzes 

● Chapter Tests 

● Discovery Education Board Builder 

Performance Tasks ● Students analyze and cite and secondary sources to explain why the Battle of Gettysburg was a 

turning point in the Civil War . (The DBQ Project) 

● Students create a ‘trunk project’ containing primary sources and student-created historical fiction 

diary entries.  

Formative Assessments 

(Ongoing assessments during 

the learning period) 

● teacher observation 

● class discussions 

● Padlet responses 

● Discovery Education Chapter Assessments 

● Warm-up Activities 

● Ticket-to-Leave, Ticket-to-Move-Forward 

RESOURCES 

Student Resources 

● Discovery Education Social Studies Textbook, Prehistory - Reconstruction,  Chapter 9.1 - 10.3 



 

 

○ Text with highlight, speak text, and take notes options 

○ Review Flashcards 

○ Reading Passages 

○ Video Segments 

○ Map Activities, Timeline Map,  

○ Cause/Event/Effect Chart, Problem/Solution Chart, Graphic Organizer, Timeline Graphic Organizer, Sequencing Chart, 

GREASES Chart, Main Idea Web, Venn Diagram, Comparison Chart, Change Over Time Chart,  

○ Historical Perspective Activities, Role Play, Express Your Opinion Activity, Source Analysis, Enduring Debate, Say What?, 

Pitch Your Idea, You As Artist, Socratic Seminar, Data Analysis, Timeline Inquiry,  

○ Primary and Secondary Sources 

○ Document Based Investigations 

 

Teacher Resources 

● Discovery Education Social Studies Techbook, Prehistory - Reconstruction,  & Classroom Manager 

● McDougall Littell American History: Beginnings through Reconstruction Teacher’s Edition & Supporting Workbooks 

● The Nystrom Atlas of American History: Teacher’s Edition, classroom copies, and wipe-off maps 

● Teacher-created Resources 

● DVDs, You-tube Videos 
 

Learning Paths 

● differentiated assignments based on student readiness 

● student choice 

● small group assignments, individual work 

● classroom debates, Take-a-Stand activities 

● simulations 

● Cooperative learning activities such as Jigsaw Groups and Think/Pair/Share 

● Vocabulary learning strategies 

● Note taking skills and practice 

 

Modifications (Special  Education/Academic Support/ ELL)  

Resources Modifications (Special 
Education/Academic Support)  

ELL Gifted Learners 

Brain Pop 
Brain Pop, Jr. 

● Frontload vocabulary 
● Leveled texts  

● Preteach vocabulary  
● Activate prior knowledge  

● Differentiation with high level 

materials 



 

 

Newsela 
Read Works 
Rewordify  
Read Works  

● Graphic organizers  
● Pre-teaching/ reinforcement  
● Modified content length  
● Differentiated groupings 
● Clarified directions  
● Oral and written instructions 
● Scaffolded  
● Multi-sensory approaches to 

content  
● Refocus and redirect 
● Cloze Notes 
● Read aloud text  
● Text to speech  
● Voice to text  
● Word banks provided  
● Limited choices  
● Review written responses prior to 

graded 
● Highlight key terms/ map keys 
● Verbal responses, rather than 

written responses 
●  

● Identify big picture concepts 
● Build in time for reteaching and 

repetition  
● Provide extra “wait” time  
● Connect to previous taught 

lessons. 
● Provide student with word bank  
● Model expectations 
● Think and read aloud 
● Provide a final product example 
● Provide language objectives 

associated with concepts  
● Act out classroom behaviors 

with students 
● Modify assessments 
● Use real objects 
● Word walls with pictures 
● Laminated cards or mini anchor 

charts placed on students 
individual desks.  

● Same posters used every time.  
● Provide sentence frames for 

explanation questions 
● Scribe 
● Thematic word walls 
● Allow word walls to stay up 

during assessments  
● Reduce number of problems 

required 
● Allow time for instruction 
● ESL teacher can pre teach the 

lesson before introducing 
concept in the classroom.  

● Verbal prompting 
● Reword directions and allow 

verbal clarification before 
answering questions.  

● Extended time 
● Small group instruction 

● Curriculum Compacting 

● Independent Study 

● State, local and national 

conferences and 

competitions 

● Student led discussions and 

learning 

● Student product choice 

● Additional open ended tasks 

● Incorporate problem solving 

activities 

● Promote creative and critical 

thinking 

● Provide flexible environment 



 

 

● Small group testing 
● Audio version of text if possible  
● Graphic organizers 

 


